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Dear Parents, 

 

As the parent of a child with developmental disabilities or special needs, you have begun an unplanned 

journey to help your child grow and reach her or his maximum potential. For many Jewish parents on 

this journey, there is often a sense of feeling isolated. But you are not alone. As you will see from the 

listings in this Resource Guide, there are many excellent organizations and programs available to help 

you and your family on your path. And more and more Jewish organizations are recognizing the need to 

create programs that can embrace all members of the Jewish community, including our children with 

special needs. 

The Jewish Federation, with its lead partner Jewish Family Service, recognizes the need to help the 

growing number of families who have children with special needs, and has developed this Resource 

Guide, in collaboration with many community partners and affiliated agencies, including the HaMercaz 

Partners: Bet Tzedek, BJE: Builders of Jewish Education, Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters, Jewish Free 

Loan Association, Jewish Vocational Service, The Etta Israel Center, The Friendship Circle, and Vista 

Del Mar. 

We are working to ensure that all Jewish families get the support and help they need. Building on the 

legacy of the past Commission on Jews with Disabilities, this program is multi-agency in nature, but 

single-minded in its purpose:  

―To provide community-wide coordination of existing programs and services to Jewish families in Los 

Angeles who have children and young adults (ages 0-22) with developmental disabilities and special 

needs, with an emphasis on identifying service gaps and working to meet those needs‖ 

For more information on the purpose and goals of HaMercaz please contact Adynna Swarz at 

ASwarz@JewishLA.org. For information and referrals on the programs and services of HaMercaz, 

please contact Sarah Blitzstein at HaMercaz@jfsla.org or call toll-free 866-287-8030. 

Please note that the Jewish Federation does not endorse nor guarantee the services of any of the 

providers listed in the HaMercaz Community Resource Guide. 

Sincerely, 

 
Howard M. Bernstein 
Chair, Caring for Jews in Need Committee 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles 
 
 
September 2011 
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Jewish Community Information and Referral  

 

 

HaMercaz: Your One-Stop Special Needs Resource for Families with Children with 

Developmental Disabilties and Special Needs (for children ages 0-22) 

12821 Victory Blvd., North Hollywood 91601, ♦ Phone (toll free) (866)287-8030  

Sarah Blitzstein, Director 

Email: sblitzstein@jfsla.org Website: www.hamercaz.org 

 

A one-stop program for Jewish families with children with special needs and developmental disabilities. 

Families become connected with a network of services providing on-going assistance as well as with 

special needs program, at synagogues and camps in the Jewish community. HaMercaz offers parent 

workshops and support groups and is available to provide staff training and professional development. 

HaMercaz is a collaborative program of the Jewish Federation, staffed by Jewish Family Service, with 

partner agencies including the Bureau of Jewish Education, Etta Israel Center, Jewish Big Brothers Big 

Sisters, Jewish Free Loan, Jewish Vocational Service, the New JCC at Milken, and Vista del Mar/Julia 

Ann Singer. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sblitzstein@jfsla.org
http://www.hamercaz.org/
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Education  

General Resources 

 

*Bureau of Jewish Education – Special Education Resources 

6505 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 300, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone (323) 761-8614 

Email: educate@bjela.org Website: www.bjela.org  

Contact: Terri Barach tbarach@bjela.org, (323) 761-8622 

 

BJE offers  a range of services to special needs educators working in Jewish schools through its Special 

Needs Community of Practice (sponsored by a grant from the Jewish Community Foundation). The 

Community of Practice offers educators professional development, resource sharing and skill building 

opportunities. In addition, the agency works closely with congregational Religious Schools to enhance 

the work being done to increase access to Jewish education for children who learn differently. 

 

Preschools 

 

Adat Ari El (Conservative) – Rose Engel Early Childhood Center 

12020 Burbank Blvd., Valley Village, CA 91607 ♦ Phone (818) 766-6379 

Contact: Beryl Strauss, Director 

Email: bstrauss@adatariel.org  Website: www.aaeecc.org  

 

The Adat Ari El Rose Engel Early Childhood Center is an inclusive, developmentally based program 

that allows a child’s interests to bring out his or her potential. The Adat Ari El Rose Early Childhood 

Center provides infant/toddler program, nursery school, enrichment classes, and social skills classes. 

Teachers work collaboratively with specialists and parents to ensure that the child can access the 

curriculum successfully, by working together towards specific goals and objectives. The typically 

developing children in the classroom help to model appropriate behaviors, and become strong advocates 

for those children needing the most help.  

 

 

 

mailto:educate@bjela.org
http://www.bjela.org/
mailto:tbarach@bjela.org
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/bstrauss@adatariel.org
http://www.aaeecc.org/
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Education, Continued 

 

 

 

Beth Shir Shalom (Reform) – Early Childhood Education Center 

1827 California Ave. Santa Monica, CA 90403 ♦ Phone (310) 829-2517 

Contact: Marsha Newstat, Director 

E-mail: marsha.newstat@bethshirshalom.org Website: www.bethshirshalom.com   

 

Children with special needs are welcome in their nursery school programs.  Families must provide a 

shadow for children who need one-on-one attention. Call for more information.  

 

 

Cedars Sinai Cheerful Helpers Therapeutic Early Childhood Center 

3300 Wilshire Boulevard Los Angeles, CA 90010 ǅ Phone: (213) 387-7252 

Contact: Ellen K. Reinstein, Director 

Email: info@cheerfulhelpers.org  Website: www.cheerfulhelpers.org  

 

For children ages 2-6 who are developmentally delayed, emotionally troubled, or at risk for 

psychological disturbance. Parents need to participate in the parent guidance program through regular 

meetings with a family therapist. 

 

 

Temple Isaiah (Reform) - Preschool 

10345 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90064, ♦ Phone: (310) 277-2772 

Contact: Tamar Andrews, Director 

Email: tamar@templeisaiah.com  Website: www.templeisaiah.com 

 

Temple Isaiah Preschool is committed to providing an early childhood Jewish education to all Jewish 

children in Los Angeles regardless of developmental level.  The preschool employs highly educated, 

nurturing and sensitive teachers who work in partnership with families and specialists to create a non-

restrictive environment for all. Staff is complemented by a marriage and family therapist and several 

affiliated occupational and behavioral therapists.  Children with special needs are placed within the 

traditional classroom and are provided with any and all resources to succeed.  Teachers and 

administrators regularly attend IFSP and IEP meetings to ensure consistency and competency of care. 

 

 

mailto:marsha.newstat@bethshirshalom.org
http://www.bethshirshalom.com/
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/info@cheerfulhelpers.org
http://www.cheerfulhelpers.org/
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/tamar@templeisaiah.com
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/www.templeisaiah.com
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Education, Continued 

 

 

Temple Judea (Reform) – Early Childhood Center 

5429 Lindley, Tarzana, CA 91356  ♦ Phone: (818) 342-3840 

Contact: Natalie Smolens, Principal    

Email: nsmolens@templejudea.com  Website: www.templejudea.com 

 

Temple Judea’s non denominational Early Childhood Center offers resources and opportunities for 

children with developmental delays and/or disabilities and children at risk for developmental delays.  

Vendored by Regional Center. 

 

 

Inclusion and Self-Contained Special Education Day School Programs 

 

*Etta Israel Center 

12722 Riverside Dr. Suite 105 North Hollywood, CA 91607 ♦ Phone (818) 985-3882 x 224  

Fax: (818) 487-9740  

Contact: Michael B. Held, Ph.D., Executive Director  

Email: info@etta.org Website: www.etta.org  

 

The Etta Israel Center creates programs and services that help Jewish youth and adults achieve inclusion 

and integration in the community and works to raise community awareness and sensitivity toward 

people with special needs.  

 

Ner Shoshana: Located on the campus of Bais Yaakov High School, the Ner Shoshana class 

provides support and learning in the areas of social skills, life skills and functional academic 

skills in addition to Jewish education for high-school age girls with a variety of developmental 

disabilities.  

 

Ner Yaakov: Located on the campus of Yeshiva Rav Isacson, the Ner Yaakov class provides an 

academically focused Jewish educational program with emphasis on social skills for Junior High 

boys with learning differences. 

file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/nsmolens@templejudea.com
http://www.templejudea.com/
http://www.etta.org/
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Education, Continued 

 

Religious Schools & Tutoring 

 

Beth Shir Shalom (Reform)  - Religious School 

1827 California Ave. Santa Monica, CA 90403 ♦ Phone (310) 453-3361 

Contact: Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels, Religious Educator Director 

E-mail: rabbi@bethshirsholom.org Website: www.bethshirshalom.com   

 

Children with special needs are welcome in Beth Shir Shalom’s religious school programs.  Beth Shir 

Shalom’s educational philosophy recognizes learning as an interactive process. Their programs are 

designed to enable students of all ages to become well-versed Jews who comfortably participate in both 

the Jewish and secular communities.  Beth Shir Shalom offers both Hebrew language education and Judaic 

study.  Call for more information.  

 

 

Congregation Or Ami (Reform) – Mishpacha Family Alternative Learning Program  

26115 Mureau Rd. Suite B Calabasas, CA 91302 ♦ Phone: (818) 880-4880  

Contact: Michal Rozenberg-Yalovsky, Religious School Principal & Program Director 

Email: principal@orami.org   Website: www.orami.org 

 

Family education program (an alternative to religious school) for children in grades PreK-7.  Children 

with a range of special needs are integrated within regular program with or without aides. Classes meet 

on Sunday mornings. Individualized Hebrew tutoring or small group Hebrew tutoring on Tuesday or 

Thursday afternoons for students in grades 4
th

 -7
th

.  A Bar/Bat Mitzvah program for children with special 

needs is also available. 

 

 

Malibu Jewish Center & Synagogue – Hand in Hand Program  

24855 Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, California 90265 Phone: (310)456.2178 

Contact: Cantor Marcello Gindin, Cantor,  

Email: cantor@mjcs.org  Website: www.mjcs.org/ 

 

The Hand in Hand Program is a free after school program for children with special needs The after 

school program provides children with special needs with an opportunity to socialize, learn new skills, 

and have fun. Hand in Hand offers activities such as music therapy, arts and crafts, play and structured 

social interaction with other children, both with and without special needs. They serve both children and 

young adults with special needs, ages seven and above. 

file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/rabbi@bethshirsholom.org
http://www.bethshirshalom.com/
mailto:principal@orami.org
http://www.orami.org/
mailto:cantor@mjcs.org
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Education, Continued 

 

OurSpace – Educational Programs 

Phone: 818-530-4069 

A joint program of Valley Beth Shalom and Temple Aliyah 

Valley Beth Shalom: 15739 Ventura Blvd., Encino, CA 91436 

Temple Aliyah: 6025 Valley Circle Blvd, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Contact: Susan North Gilboa, Director 

Email: sngilboa@vbsds.org  Website: www.ourspacela.org 

 

OurSpace - Where Jewish Experiences Happen for Children and Young Adults with Special Needs is a 

collaborative effort of Valley Beth Shalom (VBS) and Temple Aliyah (TA). 

¶ Shaare Tikva  (VBS): A weekly program filled with learning, prayer, song and socializing for 

children ages 3-18 with developmental delays and/or Autistic Spectrum Disorders. Classes are 

divided by the following ages: 3-5, 6-9, 10-13, 14 -18 This includes a Tikkun Olam/Community 

Service program for the post B'nei Mitzvah class. 

¶ Solomon's Tent (2nd - 7th Grade) (TA):  A weekly class for students who thrive in a small 

classroom environment.  This class serves students with a range of  challenges, including 

language and visual processing disorders, ADD/ADHD, OCD, and learning and social 

challenges.  Alef: 2nd- 4th grade.  Bet:  5th -7th grade. 

¶ Moreshet (4th - 7th Grade) (VBS):  A bi-weekly class for students with a variety of learning 

styles.  In classes with a small-teacher ratio and differentiated instruction, Moreshet serves 

students with processing disorders, ADD/ADHD, OCD, and learning and social challenges. 

¶ New Young Adults Jewish Learning Program:  The Artistic Spectrum of Jewish Learning (18 

- 25 +Year Olds) (VBS) This weekly course approaches Jewish study and expression through the 

arts, including fine art, sculpture, photography, film, cooking, music, and dance.  Course 

instructors are both professional artists and special needs experts.     

¶ Parent's Space- Parent Bagel 'n' Chat (VBS):  Parent partnership with professionals and each 

other is a key to the success of OurSpace programs.  This monthly support group offers parents a 

setting to network, share, learn, build community and schmooze. Open to all OurSpace parents. 

 

 

 

Temple Aliyah (Conservative) – Otzar Religious School Program 

6025 Valley Circle, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 ♦ Phone: (818) 346-3545  

Contact: Debra Cotzin-Kellner, Religious School Principal   

Email: debrak@templealiyah.org  Website: www.templealiyah.org  

file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/sngilboa@vbsds.org
http://www.ourspacela.org/
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/debrak@templealiyah.org
http://www.templealiyah.org/
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Self-contained, individualized classroom environment for children with special needs, developmental 

disabilities and alternative learning requirements. Judaic classes meet on Tuesday and a social skills  

class meets on Thursdays. Call for information on class for hearing impaired students. Synagogue 

membership not required. 

 

Education, Continued 

 

 

Temple Beth Hillel (Reform) - Religious School Yachad Program 

12326 Riverside Dr., Valley Village, CA 91607 ♦ Phone (818) -763-9148  

Contact: Susan Levin, Religious School Director; Adam Titcher, Yachad Director  

E-mail: slevin@tbhla.org Website: www.tbhla.org 

 

The Yachad program is an afternoon Hebrew/Judaica program that serves children from K-7
th

 grade. 

Class placement depends on individual needs of child, which is determined by administration and family 

working together. The Yachad coordinator works with all families and teachers to ensure ongoing and 

smooth integration into classrooms. Students can be fully included with or without a 1:1 or placed in a 

special education environment depending on needs.  Individualized tutoring is also available.  

 

 

Temple Isaiah (Reform) – Kesher Program 

10345 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 90064 ♦ Phone: (310) 277-2661  

Contact: Ellen Goldberg, Religious School Principal 

Email: elleng@templeisaiah.com Website: www.templeisaiah.com 

 

Religious School program for children with developmental disabilities ages 5-12. Self- contained classes 

for children who can’t be mainstreamed; other children are placed in classrooms with aides.  1.5 hours 

per week, with a possibility of an additional hour studying Hebrew language one-on-one with a teacher. 

Synagogue membership not required. 

 

 

Temple Judea (Reform) – Religious School 

Tarzana Campus:  5429 Lindley, Tarzana, CA 91356 ♦ Phone: (818) 342-3177 

West Campus:  6601 Valley Circle, West Hills, CA ♦ Phone: (818) 342-3177 

Contact: Rabbi Bruce Raff, Director of Education 

Email: rabbiraff@templejudea.com Website: www.templejudea.com  

mailto:slevin@tbhla.org
http://www.tbhla.org/
mailto:elleng@templeisaiah.com
http://www.templeisaiah.com/
http://www.templeisaiah.com/
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/rabbiraff@templejudea.com
http://www.templejudea.com/


 10 

 

Sunday morning, self-contained program for 4
th

 -7
th

 grades. Programs available at both campuses.  

Synagogue membership required.  

 

 

Education, Continued 

 

 

Vision of Wholeness (non-denominational) 

Contact: Cantor Steve Puzarne 

Phone: (310) 902-6329   

Email: visionofwholeness@gmail.com Website:  www.visionofwholeness.org 

 

Private individual/group Jewish studies tutoring and Bar/Bat Mitzvah training for children with learning 

and developmental disabilities, with an art and music based approach. Focus is placed on a child's 

abilities, while acknowledging the child's disabilities. Cantor Puzarne is a graduate of Hebrew Union 

College, School of Sacred Music and holds an undergraduate degree from UCLA. 

 

 

Non-Public Schools  

 

Aviva High School (girls with special needs) 

7120 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90046 ♦ Phone: (323) 876-0550 Fax: (323) 436-7042 

Email: ask_us@avivacenter.org  Website: www.Avivacenter.org  

 

Aviva High School is a state certified non-public high school for girls in need of special education. 

Aviva High provides a range of educational and clinical services, assisting students to become 

independent well-adjusted young adults. AHS provides a positive and rewarding academic environment 

as well as opportunities to learn appropriate social skills for handling stress and resolving conflict.  

Closed on Jewish holidays. Accommodations can be made for kosher food. 

 

 

Frostig Center (learning disabilities)  

971 No. Altadena Drive Pasadena, CA  91107 ♦ Phone: (626) 791-1255   

Email: school@frostig.org  Website: www.frostig.org  

 

The Frostig Center is dedicated to helping children with learning disabilities. Three-part mission 

includes direct service, training, and research. Day school for students with learning disabilities 

mailto:visionofwholeness@gmail.com
http://www.visionofwholeness.org/
mailto:ask_us@avivacenter.org
http://www.avivacenter.org/
mailto:school@frostig.org
http://www.frostig.org/


 11 

(including dyslexia, non-verbal learning disabilities, and ADHD) helps students succeed. They also offer 

after school tutoring and summer programs.  

Education, Continued 

 

The HELP Group   

13130 Burbank Blvd, Sherman Oaks, CA  91401 ♦ Phone (877) 943-5747 

HELP Group schools are located in Sherman Oaks, Culver City, Valley Glen and Van Nuys. 

Website: www.thehelpgroup.org    

The HELP Group’s day schools offer elementary, middle school and high school programs for children 

with specific learning disabilities, Asperger’s Disorder, autism spectrum disorders, non-verbal learning 

disabilities, emotional/behavioral disabilities, and other developmental disabilities. They also have 

mental health services program, comprehensive assessments for autism, early childhood and speech and 

occupational therapy.  Vendored by Regional Center. 

Á Bridgeport School (mild cognitive delays and challenges, including autism spectrum disorders) 

13130 Burbank Blvd. Sherman Oaks, CA 91401♦ Phone (818) 781-0360 

Á Coldwater Canyon Prep (students with specific learning disabilities and accompanying social-emotional needs) 

6421 Coldwater Canyon Ave. North Hollywood, CA 91606 ♦ Phone (818) 623-6387 

Á Harbor School West (a strengths-based academic program with a supportive therapeutic environment) 

15339 Saticoy St. Van Nuys, CA 91406 ♦ Phone (877) 943-5747 

Á Pacific Schools—Pacific Ridge, Pacific Cove, Pacific Harbor (students with emotional and 

behavioral disabilities, autism spectrum disorders and significant behavioral challenges, and/or anxiety and depression) 

15339 Saticoy Street Van Nuys, CA 91406 ♦ Phone (877) 943-5747 

Á Summit View School—Culver City  (specific learning disabilities) 

      12101 W. Washington Blvd Los Angeles, CA  90066 ♦ Phone (310) 751-1100 

Á Summit View School—Coldwater Canyon (specific learning disabilities) 

6455 Coldwater Canyon Blvd, Valley Glen, CA 91606  

Phone (818) 623-6324 Contact: Elena Ramirez 

Á Sunrise School (moderate global delays associated with Autism and other developmental disabilities)     

13130 Burbank Blvd. Sherman Oaks, CA 91401♦ Phone (818) 781-0360 

Á Village Glen School—Culver City  and Sherman Oaks (social and communicative disabilities, 

including Asperger’s Disorder, high-functioning autism, and nonverbal learning disabilities) 

4160 Grand View Boulevard Los Angeles, CA 90066 ♦Phone (310) 751-1101 

13130 Burbank Boulevard Sherman Oaks, CA 91401 ♦ Phone (818) 781-0360 

Á Young Learners Preschool—Culver City and Sherman Oaks (autism spectrum disorders, 

Asperger’s disorder and pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) 

13130 Burbank Blvd. Sherman Oaks, CA 91401♦ Phone (818) 781-0360 

4160 Grand View Boulevard Los Angeles, CA 90066 ♦ Phone (310) 751-1101 

 

http://www.thehelpgroup.org/
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Education, Continued 

 

Kayne-Eras Center (Developmental Delay, Learning Disability, Emotional or Behavior Challenge, or Health 

Impairment)   

5350 Macado Road Culver City, CA  90230 ♦ Phone (310) 737-9393 

Email: school@kayneeras.org Website: www.kayneeras.org 

 

Kayne Eras Center is a large multi-service center now serving over 550 children and families through its 

special education programs and services. Provide the highest quality educational programs and 

therapeutic services to meet the needs, goals and hopes of individuals with special learning, emotional 

and developmental challenges. Offers a state certified Non-Public School (K-12), diagnostic and 

therapeutic Services, mental health services, adult services program, and an after-school program.  

 

 

Park Century School (learning disabilities) 

3939 Landmark Street Culver City, CA 90232 ♦ Phone (310) 840-0500 Fax (310) 840-0590 

Contact: Ms. Gail Spindler 

Website: www.parkcenturyschool.org 

 

Meets the educational, emotional and social needs of students with learning disabilities of average to 

superior intellectual potential in an empathetic and supportive environment through one on one tutorial 

sessions and small, ungraded class sessions. Parent education and participation is encouraged and 

essential to the child’s development.  

 

 

UCLA Early Head Start Program  

14423 Van Nuys Blvd., Arleta, CA 91331ǅ Phone: (818) 485-0129 ǅ Fax: (818) 485-0136 

Website: www.uclahealth.org  

 

Early Head Start is comprehensive child development program that provides educational services and 

advocacy for families to promote optimal child health, nutrition, and development. Parental involvement 

is a crucial aspect of the program as families work towards maximizing their infant’s/toddler’s health, 

development and overall family self-sufficiency. Infants and toddlers (birth-36months) from income 

eligible families, including those with developmental disabilities, and pregnant women from low-income 

families can participate in Early Head Start.   

mailto:school@kayneeras.org
http://www.kayneeras.org/
http://www.parkcenturyschool.org/
http://www.uclahealth.org/
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Education, Continued 

 

 

Vista Del Mar 

3200 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 ♦ Phone: (310) 836-1223 Fax: (310) 204-4134            

Email: geninfo@vistadelmar.org Website: www.vistadelmar.org  

  

Vista Del Mar is a community of fully integrated services for children facing emotional, behavioral and 

developmental challenges and for families seeking solutions.  It offers a range of exceptional programs 

in education, mental health, autism, adoption, residential care, prevention and early intervention that are 

nurturing and accessible. It is founded upon Jewish core values expressed through good deeds and 

human kindness.  Its goal is to provide children and families with the tools and opportunities on which 

to build strong foundations for personal growth and lasting relationships. 

 

 

Vista Del Mar- Baron School For Exceptional Children (Autism spectrum & developmental delays) 

Phone (310) 202-0669, Ext. 500   Fax (310) 839-4158 

Contact: Edie Bartnoff 

Email: getinfo@vistadelmar.org Website: www.vistadelmar.org 

 

 

Vista Del Mar has a number of schools for children with special needs. The Baron elementary school is 

for children in the spectrum. There is also a Middle and High School for spectrum children, as well as a 

Middle and High school for children with emotional and behavioral challenges on our campus. The 

Baron School for Exceptional Children serves children ages 3-10 who have autism and related 

developmental disorders; program provides children with enrichment activities that help them meet 

sensory needs, increase their language skills, self-esteem, and self-expression, and improve their basic 

functioning.  Closed on Jewish holidays.  Accommodations can be made for kosher food. 

 

 

*Vista Del Mar – Vista School (learning disabilities) 

3200 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 ♦ Phone: (310) 836-1223 Fax: (310) 204-4134            

Email: geninfo@vistadelmar.org Website: www.vistadelmar.org  

 

Vista Del Mar Non-Public School serves emotionally disturbed and learning disabled students from 

kindergarten to 12
th

 grade. The school emphasizes academic, behavioral, social and vocational learning 

skills and experience geared to each child's individual needs. Vendored by Regional Center.  

mailto:geninfo@vistadelmar.org
http://www.vistadelmar.org/
mailto:getinfo@vistadelmar.org
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/www.vistadelmar.org
mailto:geninfo@vistadelmar.org
http://www.vistadelmar.org/
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Education, Continued 

 

 

*Vista Del Mar- Vista Inspire! Nes Gadol (Non-denominational)  

3200 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 ǅ Phone: (310) 836-1223 ext. 615  

Contact: Elaine Hall, Director   

Email: Elainehall@vistadelmar.org Website: http://www.themiracleproject.org  

 

 

Nes Gadol program of Vista Del Mar is a cutting edge multi-sensory dynamic Bar/Bat Mitzvah training 

program designed for children with autism and other special needs. It has theater groups, music and 

dance as well as an After School program that is available for spectrum children from 2 – 6 PM. Using 

music, dance, singing, visual arts, and theater B’nei Mitzvah celebrations are catered to each child’s 

ability and held at either the family’s home synagogue or at the sanctuary at Vista Del Mar.  Students 

will have a peer mentor who is also in their B’nei Mitzvah year.  

 

¶ Nes Gadol Post Bar/Bat Mitzvah Project for teens with special needs to explore Jewish prayer, 

values and traditions. Nes Gadol provides Bar and Bat Mitzvah training for spectrum children 

who work closely with our Rabbi and a dedicated staff to embrace their Jewish life. Guest 

Rabbis and educators share their thoughts on Pirke Avot as the students learn Jewish ethics and 

values.   Each session, the students will experience Tikun Olam, acts of loving kindness, with 

special action projects. 

¶ Nes Gadol Religious School Education is a multi-sensory dynamic Jewish Education 

experience where children with autism and other special needs learn about Jewish holidays, 

Torah, prayer and traditions through experiential acting, song, movement, and story.  Available 

for 6-8 and 9-11 year olds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Elainehall@vistadelmar.org
http://www.themiracleproject.org/
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Education, Continued 

 

Westmark School (learning disabilities) 

5461 Louise Avenue Encino, CA  91316 ǅ Phone (818) 986-5045     

Contact: Betsy Breese, Director of Admissions 

Email: bbreese@westmarkschool.org Website: www.westmarkschool.org 

 

Westmark School provides a motivating environment where students with learning differences discover 

their unique paths to personal and academic excellence in preparation for a successful college 

experience. Westmark serves students who struggle academically in more traditional learning 

environments. Teachers help students develop the strategies needed to succeed in school and encourage 

them to discover new ways to process information. Through multi-modality instruction and alternative 

assessment activities, Westmark students have the opportunity to utilize their strengths and become self 

advocates, critical thinkers, problem solvers and independent learners. 

 

 

Westview School (learning disabilities, ADHD, and emotional concerns) 

11801 Mississippi Avenue, Los Angeles CA 90025 ♦ Phone (310) 478-5544 

Contact: Ms. Bonnie Aharoni, Director of Admissions 

Email: baharoni@westviewschool.com Website: www.westviewschool.com 

 

Established in 1990, this private, non-public day school serves students with learning differences, 

ADHD and/or mild emotional concerns in grades 6-12. Westview provides a multi-faceted approach to 

education, including a full complement of college prep academic courses, plus a variety of enrichment 

programs including art, drama, music, computers, and sports. A nurturing environment and a counseling 

program help to round out the educational and social aspects while small class sizes enhance the 

academic experience. Language & speech therapy and door-to-door transportation are available.  

 

Education Websites and Phone Numbers 

Á California’s Early Start Program (birth-36 months; early-intervention programs): 

o www.dds.cahwnet.gov/EarlyStart/EShome.cfm or (800) 515-BABY 

Á California Non-Public Schools (NPS) Directory:  

o www.otan.us/npsa/npsa_search.taf 

Á Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Special Education Website:                          

o dse-web.lausd.k12.ca.us/ or (213) 241-6701 

Á State of California Department of Education- Special Education Resources:   

o www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se or (916) 319-0800 

mailto:bbreese@westmarkschool.org
http://www.westmarkschool.org/
mailto:baharoni@westviewschool.com
http://www.westviewschool.com/
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Documents%20and%20Settings/ebraun/Local%20Settings/ebraun/Local%20Settings/AppData/AppData/Local/Temp/www.dds.cahwnet.gov/EarlyStart/EShome.cfm
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Documents%20and%20Settings/ebraun/Local%20Settings/ebraun/Local%20Settings/AppData/AppData/Local/Temp/www.otan.us/npsa/npsa_search.taf
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Documents%20and%20Settings/ebraun/Local%20Settings/ebraun/Local%20Settings/AppData/AppData/Local/Temp/dse-web.lausd.k12.ca.us/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se
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Financial Assistance 

 

 

General Resources 

 

*Jewish Free Loan Association (JFLA) 

Los Angeles Office: 6505 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 715, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone: (323) 761-8830  

Fax: (323) 761-8841 

West Valley Office:  22622 Vanowen St., West Hills, CA 91307 ♦ Phone: (818) 464-3331 

Phone (323) 761-8830 x107 

Contact: Shelly Meyers  

Email: Shelly@jfla.org   Website: www.jfla.org 

 

JFLA's Ruth B. Ziegler Loan Fund for Families of Children with Special Needs provides interest-free 

loans of up to $10,000 to families in Los Angeles, Ventura and Orange Counties for therapy & 

diagnostic expenses, educational reimbursement for waiting periods, home improvement expenses for 

medical necessity and funding to purchase specialized vehicles. 

 

LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program)  

Phone: (818) 891-4148 Fax: (818) 894-1329 

Email: cesmnca@aol.com  Website: www.cesinla.com 

 

Provides assistance for low-income families in paying utilities. 

 

 

Project Angel (Dept of Water and Power) ♦ Phone: (800) 342-5397  

Email: ccenter@ladwp.com  

 

Provides assistance for low-income and elderly DWP residential customers in order to meet their energy 

and water needs. It is especially designed for those not eligible for other aid or welfare assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Shelly@jfla.org
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/www.jfla.org
mailto:cesmnca@aol.com
http://www.cesinla.com/
mailto:ccenter@ladwp.com


 17 

 

Financial Assistance, Continued 

 

 

California Children’s Services (CCS) 
9320 Telstar Ave, Suite #226, EL Monte, CA 91731 ♦ Phone: (800) 288-4584  

Email: CCS@ph.lacounty.gov    

 

CCS is a statewide program that coordinates and pays for medical care and  therapy services for children 

under 21 years of age with certain health care needs. Parents are encouraged to contact a CCS nurse 

regarding their individual case for approval of eligibility. Los Angeles County CCS is part of the County 

of Los Angeles Department of Public Health. CCS works with private insurance, Medi-Cal Healthy 

Families, and Healthy Kids to provide services that they do not provide.  
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Food  

 

 

Jewish Family Service—SOVA Food Pantries and Community Connections Program  

Website: www.jfsla.org 

 

Provides free groceries and supportive services for people with low incomes. Kosher products are 

available. Clients can register at only one SOVA site.  Must bring picture ID and ID for every family 

member, as well as proof of address.  On your first visit, arrive at least one hour before closing in order 

to register as a new participant. Other services provided through the Community Connections programs 

are free legal counseling from Bet Tzedek and job counseling from Jewish Vocational Service.  

 

ǅ Metro Location:  1140 N. La Brea, West Hollywood, CA 90038 ♦ Phone (323) 962-2005.   

  Hours: Mon., Tues. & Wed. (closed first Tues of every month) 10:00am to 1:45pm, Fridays 

10:00am to 1:15pm. 2
thd

 and 4
th
 Sundays 9:30am to 11:45 am 

 

ǅ Valley Location: 16439 Vanowen St, Van Nuys, CA ♦ Phone (818) 988-7682 Ask for Eilat  

  Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10:00am to 1:30pm, 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays 9am to 12pm 

 

ǅ Westside Location:  8846 West Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90035   ♦ Phone (818) 789-7633 

Hours:  Mon.,  Wed, & Fri . 10:00am to1:30pm, Fridays 10:00am to 1:15pm and 3
rd

 Sundays 

9am  to 12pm 

 

 

 

Tomchei Shabbos  - Touch of Kindness 

P.O. Box 481270, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone: (323) 931-0224 Fax: (323) 936-2232. 

Website: www.tomcheishabbos.org 

 

Kosher food delivered to needy individuals/families on Thursday evenings for those who qualify.  Those 

interested in applying need to complete a two-page application and have a Rabbi sponsor them. 

 

http://www.jfsla.org/
http://www.tomcheishabbos.org/
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Legal Services and Advocacy  

 

 

Area Board 10 

411 N. Central #620, Glendale, CA 91203 ♦ Phone: (818) 543-4631  

E-mail: roberta.newton@scdd.ca.gov Website: www.areaboard10.org 

 

Advocacy to ensure that people with developmental disabilities and their families get the services they 

need.  Advocates for the civil, legal, and service rights of persons with developmental disabilities and 

works to ensure that the support and services they receive are of the highest possible quality. 

 

 

Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Los Angeles: 145 South Fairfax Avenue, Suite 200, Los Angeles, CA 90036 Phone ♦ (323) 939-0506    

North Hollywood: 12821 Victory Boulevard, North Hollywood, CA 91606 ♦ Phone (818) 769-0136. 

Website: www.bettzedek.org   

 

Provides free legal representation for people with low income in the areas of housing, health care, 

consumer protection and government benefits. Not able to provide legal assistance with special 

education issues or family law. 

 

 

Children’s Rights Clinic—Southwestern Law School  

3050 Wilshire Boulevard Los Angeles, CA 90010 ♦ Phone (213) 738-6621 Fax: (213) 738-5751 

Contact: Julie Waterstone  

Email: childrensrights@swlaw.edu Website: www.swlaw.edu/academics/clinic/childrensrightsclinic 

 

The Children's Rights Clinic provides representation to families in the areas of special education, school 

discipline, and other education-related issues. The clinic is staffed by law students who represent clients 

under the professional supervision. These services are provided free of charge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roberta.newton@scdd.ca.gov
http://www.areaboard10.org/
http://www.bettzedek.org/
mailto:childrensrights@swlaw.edu
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/www.swlaw.edu/academics/clinic/childrensrightsclinic
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Legal Services and Advocacy, Continued 

 

 

Disability Ri ghts Education Defense Fund (DREDF) 

2212 Sixth St., Berkeley, CA 94710 ♦ Phone TTY: (510) 644-2555  Fax (510)-841-8645  

Email: info@dredf.org  Website: www.dredf.org 

 

National law and policy center dedicated to protecting and advancing the civil rights of people with 

disabilities through legislation, litigation, advocacy, technical assistance, and education and training of 

attorneys, advocates, persons with disabilities, and parents of children with disabilities. 

 

 

Disability Rights California, Inc.  

3580 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 902, Los Angeles, CA 90010 ǅ Phone: (213) 427-8747 TTY: (800) 719-5798 

Email: info@disabilityrightsca.org Website: www.disabilityrightsca.org 

 

Offers assistance and occasional legal representation, primarily in class-action suits.  Provides referrals 

to help qualify for SSI or MediCal. Open Monday-Friday 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

 

 

Disability Rights Legal Center  

919 South Albany St, Los Angeles, CA  90015 ♦ Phone (213) 736-1334  Fax (213) 736-1428 

Email: drlc@lls.edu  Website: www.disabilityrightslegalcenter.org 

 

The mission of the Disability Rights Legal Center is to promote the rights of people with disabilities and 

the public interest in and awareness of those rights by providing legal and related services. They provide 

education and outreach on disability rights, have an education advocacy program for low-income/non-

English speaking clients and a disability mediation center for issues outside of education. 

 

 

Foundation for Advocacy Conservatorship and Trust (F.A.C.T.), Inc.  

22935 Ventura Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA  91364 ǅ Phone: (818) 225-7393    

Email: info@factcalifornia.org 

 

Provides case management, conservatorship, advocacy and trust consultation for adults with disabilities 

and their families. Parent pre-planning workshops are given regularly. 

 

mailto:info@dredf.org
http://www.dredf.org/
mailto:info@disabilityrightsca.org
mailto:drlc@lls.edu
http://www.disabilityrightslegalcenter.org/
mailto:info@factcalifornia.org
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Legal Services and Advocacy, Continued 

 

 

The K.E.N. Project  

23679 Calabasas Road, #540, Calabasas, CA 91302 ♦ Phone (818) 222-8118 Fax (818) 222-2201 

Contact: Dina C. Kaplan. 

Email: specialkidslaw@gmail.com Website: www.kenproject.com  

 

K.E.N. is a nonprofit agency that provides advocacy training, a support group for parents of children 

with any kind of disability and play-dates at an accessible playground for all children. Programs are free. 

Please check our web site for a list of dates and times of parents meetings and children’s play-dates. 

Meetings/events are help in Woodland Hills and Calabasas.  

 

 

Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles  

1550 W. 8th St., Los Angeles, CA 90017 ǅ Phone: (213) 640-3991 ǅ Fax: (213) 640-3850  

Website: www.lafla.org 

 

LAFLA operates four Self Help Legal Access Centers located in the Inglewood, Long Beach, Santa 

Monica and Torrance Courthouses. The Centers are walk-in clinics that offer individuals who are 

representing themselves legal information, assistance in preparing legal forms, guidance on a variety of 

civil matters, including evictions, divorces and paternity actions, and civil harassment. Referrals to 

private attorneys or other legal services programs are provided. 

 

 

Learning Disabilities Association – CA State Office 

808 West Balboa Blvd., Newport Beach, CA 92661 ǅ Phone: (949) 673-3612 

Email: ca-lda@sbcglobal.net Website: www.ldaca.org/lda.htm 

 

Working toward providing information and training to parents, adults with learning disabilities, teachers 

and other professionals who work with individuals with learning disabilities and the community in 

general. 

 

 

 

mailto:specialkidslaw@gmail.com
http://www.kenproject.com/
http://www.lafla.org/
http://www.lafla.org/service.php?sect=family&sub=help
http://www.ldaca.org/lda.htm
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Legal Services and Advocacy, Continued 

 

 

Los Angeles Learning Disabilities Association 

37 N. Auburn Ave., Suite 3, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ǅ Phone: (626) 355-0240 Fax: (626) 355-0109 

Contact: Sarah Menjivar 

Email: office@lada.org Website: www.lalda.org 

 

LALDA is a 501(c)3 non-profit educational corporation of parents and professionals concerned with 

Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit Disorder and other related disorders.  LALDA is affiliated with 

the Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDAA).  LALDA’s goal is to provide information 

that will help children and adults with LD and ADD to be successful and productive members of society.   

 

 

*  Jewish Family Service-- Protective Services Program 

4311 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 209, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone: (323) 932-0316 Fax: (323) 935-5161  

Contact: Jennifer Glazer  

Email: JGlazer@jfsla.org 

 

When someone is no longer able to take care of their day-to-day needs and/or finances, this program 

provides court-supervised guardians. JFS can act as conservator, trustee, or executor to vulnerable 

disabled and/or frail adults with no relatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@lada.org
http://www.lalda.org/
mailto:JGlazer@jfsla.org
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Medical and Related Support Services 

 

Bikur Cholim - Jewish Healthcare Foundation-Avraham Moshe & Yehudis Bikur Cholim 

 8489 West Third St., Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone: (323) 852-1900 Fax: (323) 852-0727 

Email: info@bikurcholim.net  Website: www.bikurcholim.net   

 

Nonprofit organization providing life-saving services and social support programs for children, adults, 

and families suffering from serious and life-threatening illness.  Programs and services include the Bikur 

Cholim House, Medical Referrals, Case Management, Blood Drives, Hearts of Angels Volunteers, 

Patient Advocacy, Kids Helping Kids Toy Program, Community Health and Education Events.   

 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center:  Department of Psychiatry and Mental Health  

Thalians Mental Center 

8730 Alden Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90048 ǅ Phone (310)-423-3411 Fax: (310)423-0428 

Email: mentalhealth@cshs.org Website:  www.csmc.edu/1620.html 

 

Provides a range of supportive services and resources for patients and their families.  Services provided 

include: Outpatient Psychotherapy Groups, Support Groups, Diagnosis and Treatment Services, and 

Information and Educational Resources.  The Outpatient Clinic offers help to people of all ages—

individually or as families—at a sliding fee scale.   

 ADHD Clinic  Thalians Mental Ctr. Room C-106 ♦ Phone: (310) 423-3411.  

Assessments by staff, medication consults, individual, family, group and or art therapy, parenting 

support/education groups, speech and language disabilities, psychiatric/education testing, 

physical therapy and occupational therapy and social skills training. 

 

Early Childood Program ♦ Phone: (310)423-3411 

Identifies, assesses and treats problems, including delays in social and emotional development.  

This program also treats infants who are at risk due to trauma, stress, toxicity, genetic disorder 

and attachment issues. 

 

 

Chai Lifeline, West Coast Division 

9701 Suite 120 W. Pico Blvd. Los Angeles, CA  90035 ǅ Phone (310) 274-6331 

Website: www.chailifeline.org/westcoast 

 

Provides Jewish families dealing with life-threatening or lifelong illness with access to year-round 

programs and comprehensive services, all free of charge. From hospital visits and parties to professional 

case management, they offer an extensive network of assistance and support for the entire family. 

mailto:info@bikurcholim.net
http://www.bikurcholim.net/
mailto:mentalhealth@cshs.org
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/www.csmc.edu/1620.html
http://www.chailifeline.org/westcoast
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Medical and Related Support Services, Continued 

 

 

Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles (CHLA) 

4650 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA  90027 ǅ Phone (323) 660-2450   

Email: webmaster@chla.usc.edu Website: www.chla.org 

 

CHLA treats seriously ill and injured children in Los Angeles and provides multidisciplinary care with 

33 pediatric sub-specialties and many special services for children and families. The University Center 

of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) works with families who have children with 

developmental disabilities through diagnosis and evaluation, clinical services, feeding behavioral 

pediatrics, community mental health, learning abilities and community-based programs. 

 

 

UCLA Center for Autism Research and Treatment (C.A.R.T.) ǅ Phone: (310) 794-4008 

Email: info@autism.ucla.edu  Website: www.semel.ucla.edu/autism/treatment 

The Center for Autism Research and Treatment has a strong focus on the design and testing of 

experimental treatment interventions, founded on basic and clinical science advancements.  Currently 

UCLA offers the following programs and services: 

¶ Autism Clin ic - provides a specialized, high-level of multi-disciplinary expertise, in its approach 

to this difficult and poorly understood disorder.  

¶ ABC Partial Program  - program for the enhancement of Achievement, Behavior, and 

Cognition is a short-term integrated day treatment program for children between the ages of 3-12 

years  with internalizing and externalizing problems.   

¶ Parenting and Children's Friendship Program - offers social skills group programs for 

children in elementary school, junior high and high school who are have having problems 

making or keeping friends. The program also offers parent training/behavior modification 

programs for parents with children and early adolescents.  

¶ Early Childhood Partial Hospitalization Program  - a short-term integrated day treatment 

program for young children who have been diagnosed with, or may have, autism, developmental 

disabilities, and behavior disorders  

¶ Early Childhood Clubhouse - a special social recreational after-school program for children 3 

to 6 years of age with autism, Asperger’s Disorder, developmental disabilities, and/or behavioral 

disorders.  

 

mailto:info@autism.ucla.edu
http://www.semel.ucla.edu/autism/treatment
http://www.semel.ucla.edu/autism/clinic
http://www.semel.ucla.edu/service/abc-partial
http://www.semel.ucla.edu/socialskills
http://www.semel.ucla.edu/ecphp
http://www.semel.ucla.edu/clubhouse
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Medical and Related Support Services, Continued 

 

 

UCLA Neuropsychiatry Institute : Autism Clinic  

760 Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90024 ǅ Phone: (310) 825-9989  

Email: info@autism.ucla.edu Website:  www.semel.ucla.edu/ 

 

The Neuropsychiatry Institute (NPI) is UCLA's multidisciplinary institute of human neuroscience, and is 

a unifying focus of scholarly activity at UCLA. They have many different clinical programs including 

ADHD, mental retardation and epilepsy.  

 

 

UCLA T ARJAN Center  

300 UCLA Medical Plaza, Los Angeles, CA  90095-6967 ǅ Phone (310) 825-0170 Fax: (310) 794-1143 

Email: mforgacs@mednet.ucla.edu Website: http://tarjancenter.ucla.edu  

 

Part of a national network of University Centers for Excellence in developmental disabilities, education, 

research and service with three core programs in the arts, health and well being and civic engagement. 

They have clinical and community-based services in the areas of autism, Down syndrome, early 

intervention, mental health for individuals with developmental disabilities, Prader-Willi syndrome, Fetal 

Alcohol Syndrome and Williams Syndrome. They are also partnering with the UCLA Orthopaedic 

Hospital Center for Cerebral Palsy. 

 

 

San Fernando Valley MEND 

10641 N. San Fernando Rd., Pacoima, CA 91331 ǅ Phone: (818) 896-0246 

Contact: Wilson Herrera  

Email: wilson@mendpoverty.org Website: www.mendpoverty.org  

 

MEND operates a Medical, a Vision and a Dental Clinic, founded and developed by volunteer 

healthcare professionals. The clinics assist poor, uninsured, and medically under-served families who, 

otherwise, would not have access to these services. Primary dental services provided include cleanings, 

fillings, extractions, sealants and some endodontic procedures. Oral Surgery is also provided on site, and 

periodontal visits are available as needed. 

mailto:info@autism.ucla.edu
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/www.semel.ucla.edu/
mailto:mforgacs@mednet.ucla.edu
http://tarjancenter.ucla.edu/
http://tarjancenter.ucla.edu/
mailto:wilson@mendpoverty.org
http://www.mendpoverty.org/
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Support Groups & Counseling 

 

Aviva Center 

7120 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90046 ♦ Phone: (323) 876-0550 Fax: (323) 436-7042 

Email: ask_us@avivacenter.org  Website: www.Avivacenter.org  

 

Aviva Center provides a variety of therapeutic services for children with special needs and their families 

including outpatient mental health services, community based programs and early enrichment services.  

 

 

Autism Speaks  

5455 Wilshire Blvd., #2250, Los Angeles, CA 90036 ǅ Phone: (323) 297-4727  

Contact: Phillip Hain  

Email: phain@autismspeaks.org Website: www.autismspeaks.org  

 

Dedicated to funding research into the causes, prevention, treatments and a cure for autism; increasing 

awareness of autism spectrum disorders; and advocating for the needs of individuals with autism and 

their families. It’s website has many free resources and tools for families. 

 

 

Center for the Developing Mind  

2990 South Sepulveda Blvd., #308, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ǅ Phone: (310) 444-0111 

Contact: Esther Hess 

Email: drhess@centerforthedevelopingmind.com  Website: www.centerforthedevelopingmind.com   

 

Center for the Developing Mind is a multidisciplinary treatment facility in West Los Angeles that 

specializes in the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of children, adolescents and young adults with 

developmental and/or regulatory concerns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ask_us@avivacenter.org
http://www.avivacenter.org/
http://www.autismspeaks.org/
http://www.centerforthedevelopingmind.com/
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Counseling & Support Groups, Continued 

 

Congregation Or Ami - Support Group for Parents of Children with Special Needs 

26115 Mureau Rd. Suite B Calabasas, CA 91302 ǅ Phone: (818) 880-4880 Fax: (818) 880-2290 

Contact: Michal Kaplan, Or Ami past President and Support Group Founder 

Email: michael@forensicvalue.com  Website: www.orami.org  

 

Support group meetings for parents of children with special needs (all physical, emotional, 

developmental issues). The group provides a forum for parents to discuss and share ideas related to the 

real world issues (educational, medical, service provider, emotional support, etc.) of raising a special 

child. Meets twice monthly on Sunday mornings.  Supervised activities during the meetings for the 

children are available on Sunday morning for those who RSVP ahead of time.  Synagogue membership 

is not required.  

 

Down Syndrome Association of Los Angeles  

16461 Sherman Way, Suite 180, Van Nuys, CA 91406 ǅ Phone: (818) 786-0001 Fax: (818) 786-0004 

Email: info@dsala.org  Website: www.dsala.org 

 

DSALA is committed to building a strong, supportive community among individuals with Down 

syndrome, their parents, parents-to be, extended families, friends, service providers, and supporters in 

the Greater Los Angeles area. It strives to be the connection hub and primary source of information, 

resources, and referrals for our DSALA community and the Los Angeles community at large. It also 

works to bring about the systemic changes required to ensure a high quality of life for individuals with 

Down syndrome. 

 

 

Fragile X Association of Southern California (FRAXSOCAL)  

P.O. Box 6924, Burbank, CA 91510-4227 ǅ Phone: (818) 754-4227  

Contact: Janet Rivera 

Email: info@fraxsocal.org  Website: www.fraxsocal.org  

 

FRAXSOCAL was formed to promote public awareness of Fragile X Syndrome with special emphasis 

on educators and health professionals. FRAXSOCAL aims to provide a forum for families of children 

with Fragile X to meet and share their ideas, concerns, and problems.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:principal@orami.org
http://www.orami.org/
mailto:info@dsala.org
http://www.fraxsocal.org/
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Counseling & Support Groups, Continued 

 

Foothill Autism Alliance  

P.O. Box 10193, Glendale, CA 91209 ǅ Phone: (818) 662-8847  

Contact: Yudi Bennett  

Email: info@foothillautism.org  Website: www.foothillautism.org  

 

A non-profit, all-volunteer organization of parents, professionals, and care-givers, dedicated to 

providing education, resources, and support to the autism community. 

 

Jay Nolan Community Services  

15501San Fernando Mission Blvd, Ste. 200, P.O. Box 9604, Mission Hills, CA 91346 

Phone: (818) 361-6400 x 140 Fax: (818) 880-2290 

Contact: Camille Watkins  

Email: cwatkins@jaynolan.org  Website: www.jaynolan.org  

 

Since 1975, Jay Nolan Community Services (JNCS) has provided support to people with autism and 

their families. Using a person-centered approach, JNCS believes every person living a quality life and 

they hold the direct support team accountable to its mission. Jay Nolan Community Services work with 

people with autism and other developmental disabilities. They work with three departments (1) Family 

Support (younger than 22 years of age) (2) Employment (3) Supporting Living – customized support for 

individuals and (4) Day serves (employment).  

 

 

*Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles (JFSLA )  

Phone: (877) 275-4537 (Central Access) 

Email: info@jfsla.org Website: www.jfsla.org 

Locations: Greater Los Angeles and San Fernando Valley    

 

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles (JFS) is a non-profit agency that provides a range of mental 

health and social services to men, women and children regardless of race and ethnicity.   

People With Disabilities: provides a variety of services for people with disabilities, ranging 

from counseling, case management, and information and referral to support groups, education, 

social activities and independent living skills. 

Child & Famil y: skilled therapists work directly at JFS counseling centers to address the needs 

of children, teens and their families in individual and group settings.   

 

mailto:info@foothillautism.org
http://www.foothillautism.org/
mailto:cwatkins@jaynolan
http://www.jaynolan.org/
http://www.jfsla.org/
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Counseling & Support Groups, Continued 

 

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles (continued  from the previous page) 

 

Also provides counseling specially geared towards Orthodox community through the Aleinu 

Family Resource Center. 

Shelter Services: help for homeless families and assistance for survivors of domestic violence 

Immigrant Support:  offers programs that help make immigrants’ transitions to a new county 

and culture smooth, successful and positive 

 Social Recreation: activities for fun and learning to enhance people’s overall well-being 

Older Adult Resources: comprehensive services for senior adults, with the goal of helping them 

to remain healthy and active 

Counseling & Support: provides therapy and mental health intervention services for children, 

teens, adults, couples and families going through life transitions 

Food & Hunger: provides groceries, meals and supportive services for families and individuals 

who struggle daily with the burden of poverty 

 

 

Kayne-Eras Center – Therapy and Support 

5350 Machado Lane, Culver City CA 90230   ♦ Phone: (310) 737-9393  

Website: www.ecf.net/programs/kayne-eras-center/therapy-and-support 

 

The Kayne Eras Center offers individual and family therapy, psychiatric services, medication 

management and case management for children K-12 and adults. 

 

 

San Fernando Valley Community Mental Health Center, Inc.  

6842 Van Nuys Blvd., 6
th
 Floor, Van Nuys, CA 91405 ǅ Phone: (818) 901-4830 Fax: (818) 373-4830 

Email: info@sfvcmhc.org  Website: www.movinglivesforward.org   

 

The San Fernando Valley Community Mental Health Center, Inc. founded in 1970, is a private, non-

profit agency dedicated to improving the mental health of individuals and families within the 

community. Primary emphasis is placed on providing services to children, adolescents and transitional 

age youth with serious emotional disorders, and services for adults and older adults with severe and 

persistent mental illness. The Center also provides specialty programs that offer homeless services, 

vocational services, transitional housing, and programs that assist victims of domestic violence.  

 

http://www.ecf.net/programs/kayne-eras-center/therapy-and-support
http://www.movinglivesforward.org/
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Counseling & Support Groups, Continued 

 

 

Yachad, The National Jewish Council for Disabilities 

9831 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035   ♦ Phone (323) 228-4191  

Email: perri@yachadla.com Website: www.njcd.org   

Contact: Perri Tabak 

 

Addresses the needs of all individuals with disabilities within the Jewish community, ages 13 and above. 

Services include enhancement of social skills, recreational activities, vocational services and job 

placement, referral services, counseling and case management as well as advocacy. 

 

 

*Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services  

Program of Vista Del Mar 

3200 Motor Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034 ♦ Phone (310) 836-1223 or (888) 22-VISTA  

Email: geninfo@vistadelmar.org Website: www.vistadelmar.org 

 

Provides a wide range of therapeutic services to special needs, emotionally disturbed, abused or 

neglected children, and to their families.  Programs include counseling, early intervention for children 

with development and/or family needs, school based social workers, support for pregnant teens, parent 

groups, trauma recovery, and self improvement workshops.  Fees are available on a sliding scale.  

Vendored by Regional Center. 

 

 

mailto:perri@yachadla.com
http://www.njcd.org/
mailto:geninfo@vistadelmar.org
http://www.vistadelmar.org/
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Therapeutic Services 

 

 

ATNetwork  ♦ Phone (800)390-2699 TTY: (800)900-0706 

Email: info@atnet.org Website: http://www.atnet.org 

 

The AT Network provides information, referrals, training, and technical assistance to those who share an 

interest in and commitment to the practical and effective use of technology by people with disabilities. 

They have a toll-free information line, a list of AT advocates, and articles and links to many aspects of 

Assistive Technology.  AT Network is coordinated by California Foundation for Independent Living 

Centers.  

 

 

Behaviortech Solutions 

16430 Ventura Blvd., Suite 107, Encino, CA 91436 ♦ Phone (818) 788-2100  

Website: http://www.behaviortech.net 

 

Behaviortech Solutions, founded by Dr. Bruce Gale, is dedicated to the development and 

implementation of state-of- the art web-based assessment and treatment programs for education and 

mental health.  

 

 

Beverly Hills Speech & Language Center 

141 El Camino Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90212 ♦ Phone: (310) 858-5955 Fax: (310) 858-5951 

Email: info@bhslc.com Website: www.bhslc.com 

 

The Beverly Hills Speech & Language Center serves children of all ages. Their mission is to accurately 

diagnose and treat children with a wide range of communication disorders, including but not limited to:  

Articulation, Language, Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome, Auditory Processing, Learning Problems, Oral 

Motor Dysfunction, Apraxia, Voice, Tongue Thrust and Stuttering. Vendored by Regional Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@atnet.org
http://www.atnet.org/
http://www.behaviortech.net/
http://www.bhslc.com/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 

Big Fun Gymnastics  

Main Office 3710 S. Robertson Blvd. Ste 225 Culver City, CA 90232 ♦ Phone: (310) 837-7849 

Fax: (310) 838-8454 

Email: andrea@bigfungymnastics.com Website: www.bigfungymnastics.com 

Contact: Andrea Martyr  

Multiple locations in Los Angeles County: Chatsworth, Culver City, Diamond Bar, Norwalk, Pasadena, 

Redondo Beach and West Covina.  

 

Therapy and recreational programs for children with special needs, including social skills development, 

gymnastics, occupational, speech and physical therapy. Many locations also have a pool and include 

activities involving swimming. Their goal is to give each child the opportunity to experience an active 

life filled with excitement, self-confidence, discovery and fun. Vendored by Regional Center. 

 

 

Can Do Kids 

3638 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034   ♦ Phone: (310) 204-8999 Fax: (310) 204-8916 

Website: www.candokidstherapy.com 

 

Provides occupational, physical, and social skills therapy.  Newborn - 14 years. Vendored by the 

Regional Center. 

 

 

Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD) 

19019 Ventura Blvd Ste. 300., Tarzana, CA 91356 ♦ Phone: (818) 345-2345 

Fax: (818) 758-8015    

Email: info@centerforautism.com Website: www.centerforautism.com 

Multiple L.A. Area Service Locations: Garden Grove, Tarzana. Temecula, Torrance 

 

Devoted to effectively treating children with autism and related disorders. They follow the principles of 

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) to treat autism and develop individualized treatment plans.  Provides 

individualized supervised treatment plans, direct 1:1 therapy, off-site family workshops,  autism 

assessments, school district employee training, parent training, specialized outpatient services for 

specific problems and external collaboration with other service providers. 

 

 

mailto:gene@bigfungymnastics.com
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Resource%20Guide%2008-09/www.bigfungymnastics.com
http://www.candokidstherapy.com/
http://www.candokidstherapy.com/
http://www.centerforautism.com/
http://www.centerforautism.com/whatiscard/services.asp
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 

Child Development Institute 

6340 Variel Avenue Suite A, Woodland Hills, CA 91367  91356 ♦ Phone (818) 888-4559 

Website: www.childdevelopmentinfo.com 

 

The Child Development Institute provides developmental screenings and diagnostic evaluations as well 

as education, support and access to community resources for intervention. Vendored by the Regional 

Center. 

 

 

Family Focus Resource & Empowerment Center  

California State University, Northridge, 

 18111 Nordhoff St. Room E109, Northridge, CA 91330-8265  

Phone: (818) 677 -6854 ǅ Fax: (818) 677 -5574 

Contact: Theresa Quary 

Email: family.empower@csun.edu Website: www.csunfamilyfocus.com  

 

The FFR&EC aims to empower families to advocate for their children and adults with special needs so 

they can receive the most effective services and greatest opportunities, resulting in productive, inclusive, 

and enriched lives. The FFR&EC provides testing and assessments for learning disabilities, ADD and 

ADHD, Developmental Delays, Autism, and Emotional Disturbance. The FFR&EC resources include: 

Training & Educational Seminars, Parent-to-Parent Support, Helping Parents Understand their Role in 

their Child’s Education, Participation of families in decision making and IEP development, Annual 

Family Educator Conferences, Parent Record Notebook Training, and Student Record Notebook 

Training.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childdevelopmentinfo.com/
mailto:family.empower@csun.edu
http://www.csunfamilyfocus.com/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 

The HELP Group  – Mental Health Services 

13130 Burbank Blvd., Sherman Oaks, CA 91401   ♦ Phone: (877)  994-3588 Fax: (818) 779-5295 

Website: www.thehelpgroup.org  

 

The Help Group Mental Health Services Programs provide psychiatry, individual, family and group 

therapy, case management, and early intervention day treatment services for at-risk preschoolers. The 

Help Group Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders offers comprehensive assessments using 

scientifically validated diagnostic tools for children from 18 months to adults. Therapeutic intervention, 

family support, and other services available for children with autism, high functioning autism and 

Asperger's Disorders. They operate a range of schools and therapeutic programs. See ñeducationò 

section for more information on The Help Group School services. Vendored by Regional Center. 

 

 

Holding Hands Inc.  

2115 Beverly Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90057 ♦ Phone: (323) 938-3434 

Contact: Ziba Nassab  

E-mail: zibanassab@msn.com Website: www.holdinghandsinc.com  

 

As a multidisciplinary clinic, Holding Hands, Inc. serves children with special needs and their families. 

Its clinical team focuses on the child's strengths and individual differences while developing an 

intervention plan that addresses his or her needs and unique profile. It provide the following services: 

Floortimeã Developmental Therapy, Adaptive Skills, Behavioral Intervention, Social Skills Group 

Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Therapeutic Aides, Music Therapy / Instrument 

Lessons, Music Groups, Psychological Services, Parent Support Group, Mommy & Me, Tutoring, and 

Summer & Winter Camp Programs. Vendored by Regional Centers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehelpgroup.org/
mailto:zibanassab@msn.com
http://www.holdinghandsinc.com/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 

Intercare Therapy 

6360 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone:  (323) 866-1880 Fax: (323) 866-1881 

Email: therapy@intercaretherapy.com  Website: www.intercaretherapy.com  

 

Intercare Therapy Inc. is a multidisciplinary service provider for children in the Los Angeles area.  We 

provide a wide range of evidence-based services, including intake assessments, comprehensive in-home, 

and school-based behavior intervention as well as speech therapy and social skills to children/teenagers 

(age 3-22)  with the disabilities of autism, speech and language disorders, mental retardation, ADHD, 

developmental delays, and other developmental and behavioral disabilities.   The programs are 

individualized to students’ and their family needs. Intercare Therapy Inc. currently serves throughout 

Los Angeles County and is vendorized by regional centers and contracted with Los Angeles Unified 

School District. 

 

 

Kelter Center for Educational Growth and Development 

11340 W. Olympic Blvd. Suite 140, Los Angeles, CA 90064 ♦ Phone: (310) 312-1056 

Fax: (310) 473-2465   

Email: keltercntr@earthlink.net   Website: www.keltercenter.org 

 

Education therapy for children with learning disabilities, dyslexia, mild autism spectrum and ADHD.  

Pace program teaches cognitive, logic, reasoning and memory skills. 

 

Kolchins/Thomas Infant Development Services (K.I.D.S.) 

26560 Agoura Rd., Suite 110B, Agoura Hills, CA 91302  

Phone: (818) 880-1260 ǅ Fax: (818) 880-1360 

Email: kidsoffice@thekidsprogram.com Website: www.thekidsprogram.com   

 

K.I.D.S. offers specialized therapeutic services to address the developmental needs of infants, toddlers, 

and children who may be at risk for, or diagnosed with, delays or developmental disabilities. K.I.D.S. 

provides quality, individualized intervention to children of all ages, beginning from birth. Our 

evaluations assess overall development, including cognitive, gross and fine motor, language, nutritional, 

feeding, and behavior concerns. Vendored by Regional Center.  

mailto:therapy@intercaretherapy.com
http://www.intercaretherapy.com/
http://www.intercaretherapy.com/
mailto:keltercntr@earthlink.net
http://www.keltercenter.org/
mailto:kidsoffice@thekidsprogram.com
http://www.thekidsprogram.com/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 
Leaps-n-Boundz 

5433 Beethoven St., Los Angeles, CA 90066 ♦ Phone: (310)821-0963 

Fax: (310)821-3264 

E-mail: info@leapsnboundz.com Website: www.leapsnboundsfitness.org 

Locations: Westwood, Santa Monica, Hollywood, Van Nuys, Playa Vista, Pasadena 

 

Leaps-n-Bounds offers a variety of adaptive sports, fitness and recreation programs to the community; 

including gymnastics, swimming, day camps, social thinking groups, community outings and family 

weekend getaways.  Every child enrolled in Leaps-n-Boundz has an individualized program which has 

been designed to address their specific needs.  Sessions are usually one hour in length and include a 

variety of activities which address coordination, body awareness, strength, endurance, attention and 

focus.  Programming includes gymnastics, swimming, community adventures, seasonal camps and 

social thinking coaching. 

 

 

Parent Concepts 

Phone: (310) 408-4543  

Email: info@parentconcepts.com Website: www.totalbehaviorsolutions.com   

 

Behavioral consulting practice providing behavior management training to parents who have children 

with special needs. It uses Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) and work on such issues as non-

compliance, temper tantrums, toilet training, aggressive behaviors and self-injury. They also provide 

functional assessments and IEP guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@leapsnboundz.com
file:///C:/Users/sblitzstein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Downloads/www.leapsnboundsfitness.org
http://leapsnboundz.com/programs/swimming
http://leapsnboundz.com/programs/camp
http://leapsnboundz.com/programs/social-thinking
http://leapsnboundz.com/programs/community-adventures
http://leapsnboundz.com/programs/community-adventures
http://www.totalbehaviorsolutions.com/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 
Speech & Language Services  

16500 Ventura Blvd, Suite 414, Encino, CA 91436  

Phone: (818) 788-1003 ǅ Fax: (818) 788-1135 

Email: diana@speechassociates.com Website: www.speechassociates.com    

 

Speech & Language Services assesses each individual’s special needs and abilities in speech & 

language, early childhood development, educational and school readiness needs, behavioral challenges 

& family support, voice and stuttering, social skills, adult neurological needs, myofunctional swallowing 

disorders, and accent reduction. It provides (1) speech and language evaluations and therapy, 

(2) auditory processing evaluations and therapy, (3) educational evaluations and therapy, (4) 

developmental evaluations and therapy, (5) child development services, as well as (6) Parent Training 

for behavior, child development, and communication skills.  

 

 

Step By Step Child Development Center 

1814 14th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404 ♦ Phone: (310) 581-0590 Fax: (310) 581-0589 

Email: info@stepbystepeduplay.com Website: www.stepbystepeduplay.com 

 

Provides behavioral intervention, social skills and early intervention therapy for children with autism, 

Downs’s syndrome, or other disabilities and support for their families. Infant toddler preschool, pre-K 

and transition K for all children (Inclusion). Occupational and Speech therapy services are integrated in 

all classes. Ages 3 months – 14 years. Vendored by the Regional Center. 

 

 

Therapy in Action  

18522 Oxnard St, Tarzana, CA  91356   ♦ Phone (818) 708-2292  

Email: contactus@therapyinaction.com Website: www.therapyinaction.com 

 

Therapy In Action is a Pediatric Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy Center.  In addition to 

providing unique and high quality individual OT and PT services to children with special needs, 

Therapy In Action also has several programs designed for typically developing children.  Some of the 

most popular programs are: 

mailto:diana@speechassociates.com
http://www.speechassociates.com/
mailto:info@stepbystepeduplay.com
http://www.stepbystepeduplay.com/
mailto:contactus@therapyinaction.com
http://www.therapyinaction.com/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 

Pencils In Action: As handwriting is a complex visual-motor skill, improvements often require 

more than just practice at home. Therapy In Action combines the best of both therapeutic and 

tutorial techniques. (Available in both English and Hebrew) 

Play Pals: This program moves beyond basic social skill groups. It is an intense,  

Individualized program pairing a ―rookie‖ player with two ―pro players‖ (two peers carefully 

chosen as playmates and role models). 

Open Gym: Perfect for those sensory seekers who need an outlet for their energy and a great 

way to help ―couch potatoes‖ with weight management (especially those who haven’t found their 

niche in organized sports) 

 

 

Therapy West and pLAy Studio 

Therapy West: 8717 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90034 ♦ Phone (310) 337-7115   

pLAy Studio: 6315-A Arizona Pl., Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Website: www.therapywest.org   

 

The mission of Therapy West and pLAy Studio is to provide the highest quality community based 

therapeutic services for children and their families.  These professional services are designed to enhance 

the acquisition of skills in areas of grass motor, fine motor, sensory motor, feeding, speech and 

language, personal-social, perceptual and self-help skills.  Services are provided in a variety of 

environments. Occupational therapists, physical therapists, and speech therapists design the space and 

activities in a way that promotes active participation by the child. Offers the following programs: 

TWISPP, Therapy West Open Steps, Kid Scouts, and In-B-TWEEN enrichment program. Vendored by 

Regional Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.therapywest.org/
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Therapeutic Services, Continued 

 

 

Wellness Works Incorporated – Every Child Achieves 

6400 Laurel Canyon Blvd. Ste. 600, North Hollywood, CA 91606 ♦ Phone:  (818) 763 -0136 

Fax: (866) ECA-8160  

Email: info@wellnessworkstherapy.com Website: www.everychildachieves.com  

Contact: Brandon Seigel  

 

Wellness Works Therapy is a multi-disciplinary company offering Occupational, Physical and Speech 

Therapy along with nutrition, child development and health and wellness programs. It offers specialties 

in everything from developmental treatments (patients with developmental delays) to neurological and 

orthopedic rehabilitation.  It is a regional center vendor, an in-network preferred provider with over 85 

insurances, and a non-public agency delivering school-based services throughout Southern 

California. Vendored by Regional Center.  

 

 

Medical Services, Counseling, Support Groups, Therapy Websites 

 

Á National Council on Jewish Disabilities:   

o www.cjsn.org   

Á California Regional Centers Information and Directory:  

o www.dds.cahwnet.gov/rc/RClist.cfm 

Á California’s Early Start Program Family Resource Centers & Networks (birth-36 months): 

o www.dds.cahwnet.gov/EarlyStart/home.cfm  

Á Family Resource Centers and Networks:  

o www.frcnca.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@wellnessworkstherapy.com
http://www.everychildachieves.com/
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Residential Facilities 

 

 

*Etta Israel Center – Group Homes 

12722 Riverside Drive Suite 105, North Hollywood, California 91607 ♦ Phone (818) 985-3882    

Fax: (818) 487-9740 

Contact: Michael B. Held, Ph.D., Executive Director  

Email: info@etta.org Website: www.etta.org  

 

The Etta Israel Center creates programs and services that help Jewish youth and adults achieve inclusion 

and integration in the community and works to raise community awareness and sensitivity toward 

people with special needs.  Its clients include children and adults with learning and developmental 

disabilities – including disabilities along the autism spectrum – who seek a program which includes a 

Jewish cultural component.   EIC offers the following services: 

Residential and Independent Living which includes group homes for adults  - located in the 

San Fernando Valley  and supervised and/or supported independent living for young adults  - 

located in the Pico Robertson neighborhood. 

 

Housing Websites  

 

Á CA Department of Developmental Services:  

o www.dds.cahwnet.gov 

Á Los Angeles County Independent Living Centers: 

o www.drcinc.org/il_center.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.etta.org/
http://www.drcinc.org/il_center.html
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Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs 

 

 

Ballet For All Kids  

16422 Ventura Blvd, Encino, CA 91436 ǅ Phone: (805) 524-5503 

Contact: Bonnie Schlachte, Director 

Email: info@balletforallkids.com Website: www.balletforallkid s.com  

 

Ballet for All Kids employs the Schlachte Method of teaching dance to people of all abilities and 

disabilities. This method has been very successful in instructing both neuro-typical adults and children 

as well as those within the Autism Spectrum, those who have learning and developmental disabilities, 

anxiety, behavioral challenges, and people who have ADHD in a non-competitive, sensory-aware, 

nurturing environment. All classes have sensory-aware instructional aides who are there to help each 

dancer attain their goals of learning ballet and other dance genres.  

 

 

Camp Chesed (Day Camp)  

8939 Reseda Blvd. Northridge, CA  91324 ♦ Phone: (818) 349-3932 Fax: (818) 349-2667  

Contact: Jacque Hays, Director 

Email: campchesed@aol.com  Website: www.campchesed.com 

 

Two-week free day camp held at the beginning of each summer at the Jewish Community Center at 

Milken in West Hills in the San Fernando Valley. 

 

 

Camp Ramah in California  

 15600 Mulholland Dr. Suite 252 Los Angeles, CA 90077 ♦ Phone:  (310) 476 8571 

Email: elana@ramah.org  Website: www.ramah.org 

Contact: Elana Naftalin-Kelman 

¶ Tikvah  Program: (11-18 yrs.old) is a summer camp program for Jewish adolescents with 

learning, emotional and developmental disabilities.  Inclusion with non-disabled peers happens 

throughout the day.  During academic hour there is specialized training.  Vendored by the 

Regional Center. 

¶ Ezra Program: (18-22 yrs. old) is a 7-week summer vocational training program focusing on 

vocational skills, independent living abilities, self-image, social functioning, and Jewish 

Community skills.  Vendored by the Regional Center.  

¶ Camp Ohr Lanu : a weeklong family camp for families of children with special needs ages 5-14. 

mailto:info@balletforallkids.com
http://www.balletforallkids.com/
mailto:campchesed@aol.com
http://www.campchesed.com/
http://www.ramah.org/
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Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs, Continued 

 

 

Dave Rabb Children’s Fitness Center  

10858 Washington Blvd, Culver City, CA 90232  ♦ Phone: (310) 559-4110  

Contact: Dave Rabb 

Website: http://www.daverabbkidsfitness.com  

 

Primary goal of the gym program is to provide meaningful, challenging, and fun filled activities in a 

non-clinical setting for children (ages 2 years thru pre-teen) within the autistic spectrum as well as for 

children with developmental issues. Its activities are appropriate for children without physical 

limitations. 

 

 

*Etta Israel Center – Recreational Programs 

12722 Riverside Drive Suite 105, North Hollywood, California 91607 ♦ Phone (818) 985-3882  

Fax: (818) 487-9740  

Email: info@etta.org Website: www.etta.org 

 

Etta Israel Center provides a range of social and recreational activities that are fun, educational and 

provide a link to the Jewish community. Vendored by Regional Center. 

¶ EIC-Gindi Family Camp: (Ages 7-18) Summer camp that combines typical camp 

activities with individualized therapeutic components in a warm Jewish environment.  

¶ Darrison Family Shabbaton Program: Post Bar/Bat Mitzvah: The opportunity to 

experience the spirit and warmth of Shabbat in various communities. 

¶ Kesher: Joins individuals with special needs with their typical peers to enjoy social and 

recreational activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.daverabbkidsfitness.com/
mailto:info@etta.org
http://www.etta.org/
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Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs, Continued 

 

 

Friendship Circle  

The Friendship Circle is a non-profit organization that addresses the challenges facing the families of 

children with special needs in a novel and innovative way. Through a full range of activities and events, 

the Friendship Circle creates its own special environment of friendship and love. Many Friendship 

Circles offer Sunday Circle, a drop-off of educational and therapeutic activities, martial arts classes for 

children with behavioral or attention issues, and Holiday Celebrations that accommodate families with 

special needs children and summer/winter camp programs. 

¶ Friendship Circle of the Conejo 

30345 Canwood Street, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 ♦ Phone: (818) 865-2233  

Contact: Rabbi Eli Laber 

Email: staff@friendshipcircleca.com Website: www.friendshipcircleca.com 

¶ Friendship Circle by the Sea 

15207-A Sunset Blvd., Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 ♦ 310-454-7783 

Contact: Moriel Zacks, Director  

E-mail: moriel@fcpalisades.org Website: www.fcbythesea.org 

¶ Friendship Circle of Los Angeles 

9581 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035 ♦ Phone: (310) 277-3252  

Rabbi Michael Rav-Noy, M.A., Director   Miriam Rav-Noy, Program Director 

Email: michy@fcla.org  Website: www.fcla.org  

¶ Friendship Circle of Studio City 

11927 Ventura Blvd., Studio City,, CA 91604 ♦ Phone: (818) 508-6633 

Contact: Rabbi Yosef Baitelman 

Email: rabbi@chabadsc.com Website: www.chabadsc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:staff@friendshipcircleca.com
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 44 

Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs, Continued 

 

 

*Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters Los Angeles (JBBBS) 

6505 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA  90048 ♦ Phone (323) 456-1149 Fax: (323) 761-8695 

Email: tkatzir@jbbbsla.org  Website: www.jbbbsla.org 

 

JBBBS provides volunteer Big Brothers and Sisters for Jewish children ages 6-18 who need a positive 

adult mentor in their lives. Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters provides excellence in mentoring to help 

children achieve their true potential.  JBBBS enriches the lives of children each year through programs 

that show positive outcomes in their personal and social growth. Bigs for Sibs provides Big Brothers & 

Sisters for siblings of children with special needs.  

 

 

Jewish Deaf Community Center 

507 Bethany Road, Burbank, CA 91504 ♦ Phone  TTY:  (818) 845 9934 Fax: (818) 845 9936 

Website: www.jdcc.org 

 

Programming events include social events, cultural activities and community services including a 

Havurah (friendship group) for singles, teens, and families. JDCC conducts High Holiday services and a 

community Passover Seder in American Sign Language.  

 

 

*Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles - Chaverim 

22622 Vanowen Street, West Hills, CA 91307 ♦ Phone: (818) 464-3360   Fax: (818) 464-3363  

Email: gdicker@jfsla.org Website: www.chaverimjfsla.org 

 

Chaverim is committed to providing social activities that enhance the quality of life for adults with 

developmental disabilities such as autism, cerebral palsy, and learning disabilities. Our supportive 

environment helps our members realize their potential and become active, vital members of the 

community. Activities include outings, classes, holiday celebrations, and trips. Rabbi in Residence 

provides bar/bat mitzvah training.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tkatzir@jbbbsla.org
http://www.jbbbsla.org/
http://www.jdcc.org/
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Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs, Continued 

 

 

KEEN LA  

601 S. Figueroa Street, Suite #2500, Los Angeles, CA 90017 ♦ Phone: (213) 892-2935  

Email: info@keenlosangeles.org  Website: www.keenlosangeles.org  

 

KEEN LA provides free sports and recreational programs for kids with disabilities including but not 

limited to autism, Down syndrome and cerebral palsy. At each KEEN Session, a KEEN participant 

(athlete) is paired up with a KEEN coach (volunteer) for a variety of age appropriate activities. 

 

 

OurSpace – Social/Recreational Programs 

Contact: Susan North Gilboa ♦ Phone: 818-530-4069 

A joint program of Valley Beth Shalom and Temple Aliyah 

Valley Beth Shalom: 15739 Ventura Blvd., Encino, CA 91436 

Temple Aliyah: 6025 Valley Circle Blvd, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Email: sngilboa@vbsds.org   Website: www.ourspacela.org 

 

OurSpace: Where Jewish Experiences Happen for Children and Young Adults with Special Needs. 

Informal and formal Jewish educational programs include: Classes, social groups, art and music 

opportunities as well as parent support groups 

 

¶ B'Yachad (TA) is a monthly youth program that provides a space for children (7-11yr.olds) to 

be engaged in fun activities while socializing wirth peers.  Programming is related to Jewish 

holidays or special events.  For details regarding B’Yachad Alef events, contact Sue Shrell Leon 

at SLeon@templealiyah.org   

¶ B'Yachad Bet:  (VBS) is a monthly youth program that provides a space for (12-18+yr olds) to 

participate in fun outings with their peers. They participate in Jewish Holiday experiences, attend 

Los Angeles Sports Events, concerts, or go bowling, see movies, visit museums and meet in 

parks for outdoor activities. For details regarding B’Yachad Bet events , contact Maeva Carter at 

maevabesscarter@gmail.com 

¶ Voices of Hope/Kolot Tikva Choir : (TA) is a choir for children and young adults. Participants 

join together to learn and sing Hebrew and English songs. Throughout the year the choir has 

numerous opportunities to perform at synagogue services, programs and Jewish community 

events in Los Angeles. For details regarding the Kolot Tikva Choir, contact Hazzan Mike Stein 

at mstein@templealiyah.org or Susan North Gilboa at sngilboa@vbs.org   

 

mailto:info@keenlosangeles.org
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Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs, Continued 

 

Special Macabee Program—Westside JCC  

5870 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036 ♦ Phone: (310) 399-5733 

Contact: Jeff Liss 

Email:  jay@hungrymindbooks.com 

 

Free 12-week basketball program for boys and girls, men and woman ages 15-60. Separate programs for 

men and women.  Held Mondays between 5:30pm – 7:00pm. 

 

 

Special Sports League 

8939 Reseda Blvd. Northridge, CA  91324 ♦ Phone: (818) 349-3932 Fax: (818) 349-2667  

Contact: Jacque Hays, Director 

Email: awrdwinrs@aol.com 

 

A free program for children with special needs.  Four teams play an 8 game season capped by an all star 

game.  The children are given trophies at the end of the season.  Food is provided.   

 

 

USY Hevrah Program—United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, Pacific Southwest Region 

Phone: (818) 986-0907 

Lee Chernotsky, Director 

 

Social/recreational programming for teens and young adults, ages 13 – 21. Monthly meetings alternating 

between activities in the Valley and the City. 
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Social and Recreational/Respite for Families Programs, Continued 

 

Vista  Inspire ! Program 

Program of Vista Del Mar 

3200 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034 ♦ Phone: (818) 836-1223 

Contact: Elaine Hall, Program Director 

Email: elainehall@vistadelmar.org  Website: www.vistadelmar.org 

 

¶ The Miracle Project is a musical theater, singing and film program for children of all abilities 

and is fully inclusive, which offers dancing, singing, acting, theater, and social skills.  Miracle 

Theater is based on the principles of The Miracle Project profiled in the two time Emmy award 

winning documentary, AUTISM: THE MUSICAL.  Classes available at beginning and advanced 

level.  Advance students will have the opportunity to perform throughout Los Angeles. Classes 

held in the city and valley. www.themiracleproject.org  

 

 

We Rock The Spectrum Gym  

5520 Crebs Ave., Tarzana, CA 91356 ǅ Phone: (818) 708-0860 

Email: info@werockthespectrumgym.com Website: www.werockthespectrumgym.com  

 

Full service gym is a safe environment for private therapy sessions, play dates, special events, open play, 

classes and more. We Rock the Spectrum Kids Gym provides children with a fun and motivational 

environment to help them in the areas of strength, movement and sensory processing, communication 

experiences, behavior modifications, social interactions and self care skills. 
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Synagogue and Chaplaincy 

 

 
Board of Rabbis of Southern California 

6505 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 430, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone: (323) 761-8600 

Emergency Chaplaincy Line: (800) 808-4849  

Website: www.boardofrabbis.org  

 

Provides education and resources for community members, rabbis and chaplains. Educates about 

disability awareness in the Jewish community. Provides outreach to synagogues for members of the 

community. Engages with interfaith partners for cooperation, understanding and learning. 

 

 

Klein Chaplaincy Service of the South Bay 

2850 Artesua Blvd. #206, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 ♦ Phone: (310) 921-2187 Fax: (310) 921-2138 

Website: www.kleinchaplaincy.com 

 

The Klein Chaplaincy Service is an independent, non-profit agency that is dedicated to fulfilling the 

Mitzvah of Bikur Cholim (visiting the sick) and providing support to those with health and healing 

needs.  A trained chaplain is available for counseling and spiritual support visits. 
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Synagogue and Chaplaincy, Continued 

 

 

Temple Beth Am Shabbat- Koleinu Services  

1039 La Cienega Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90036 ♦ Phone: (310) 652-7354, ext. 224 

Contact: Cassie Kirschbaum 

Email: ckirschbaum@tbala.org Website: www.tbala.org/ 

 

Shabbat Services designed for Jewish children with special needs, 3rd grade and up, held twice monthly. 

Services are one hour, are highly interactive and accommodating of children who need to be in small 

group. Also hosting High Holiday services. Call for exact dates. 

  

 

Temple Beth Solomon of the Deaf 

18200 Rinaldi Place, Northridge, CA 91326  ♦ TDD: (818) 363-7740 Voice: (818) 363-5580 

Email: tbsdeaf@verizon.net Website: www.tbsdeafjewish.org 

 

TBS members represent a cross-section of the deaf world: those deafened before acquiring language, 

those deafened later in life, lip-readers (oralists), and those who use sign language (manualists), those 

who are hard of hearing, hearing adults with deaf children, deaf adults with deaf children, deaf adults 

with hearing children, deaf and hearing grandparents/siblings, and deaf and hearing professionals 

connected to the deaf community including teachers, social workers, and interpreters. 

 

mailto:ckirschbaum@tbala.org
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Technology Assistance  

 

 

Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP) 

Phone: (877) 546-7414 TTY: (800) 867-4323  Fax: (510) 271-8324  

Email: consumeraffairs@ddtp.org  Website: http://www.ddtp.org/  

 

The Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP) is a California State mandated program, 

administered by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). The DDTP has two components: 

¶ The California Telephone Access Program (CTAP) provides assistive telephone devices 

such as large button phones, telephone headsets and remote speaker phones 

¶ The California Relay Service (CRS) provides specially trained operators to relay 

conversation as it takes place for people who are deaf, hard of hearing or speech disabled. 

 

Empower Tech 

6234 West 87th St. Los Angeles, CA 90045 ♦ Phone: (310) 338-1597 Fax: (310) 338-9318 

Email: info@empowertech.org Website: www.empowertech.org 

 

The goal of the Empower Tech is to increase awareness, understanding and implementation of assistive 

technology by children and adults with disabilities. Empower Tech strives to provide people with 

disabilities access to the latest in assistive technology. 
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Vocational  

 

 

*Jewish Vocational Service  

6505 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 200, Los Angeles, CA 90048 ♦ Phone (323) 761-8888 Fax: (323) 761-8575 

22622 Vanowen St., West Hills, CA 91307 ♦ Phone (818) 464-3222  

Email: askus@jvsla.org  Website: www.jvsla.org 

 

JVS offers two programs: Vocational Evaluation and Employment Preparation & Placement for 

individuals with disabilities, ages 16 and older.  JVS also specializes in serving people who are blind 

and visually impaired and in the area of assistive technology. 

 

 

Yachad—National Jewish Council for Disabilities 

9831 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035   ♦ Phone (323) 228-4191  

Email: njcd@ou.org  Website: www.njcd.org   

 

Vocational assessment and training with job placement and ongoing assistance. NJCD works with 

companies to make sure job placements are mutually beneficial and successful.   
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 Helpful Websites and Phone Numbers 

 

 

Area Board 10 – Resources on legal rights and services 

http://www.areaboard10.org/index.asp 

 

Autism Society 

http://www.autism-society.org 

 

Arthritis Foundation  

http://www.arthritis.org 

 

Bravekids-online resource guide for children with chronic, life-threatening illnesses or disabilities 

http://www.bravekids.org 

 

California’s Early Start Program Family Resource Centers & Networks (birth-36 months)  

http://www.frcnca.org/ 1-800- 515-BABY 

 

California Department of Developmental Services (DDS) and links to all Regional Centers  

http://www.dds.cahwnet.gov/ 

 

California Department of Education- Special Education Division (CDE-SED) 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ 

 

California Non-Public Schools (NPS) Directory 

http://www.otan.us/npsa/npsa_search.taf 

 

California Regional Centers Information and Directory  

http://www.dds.cahwnet.gov/RC/RCList.cfm 

 

California State Council on Disabilities – Online Library of Resources 

http://www.edgateway.net/scdd/home.csp  

 

Council for Jews with Special Needs  

www.cjsn.org 
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Helpful Websites and Phone Numbers, Continued 

 

 

Cure Autism Now (CAN)  

http://www.cureautismnow.org 

 

Down Syndrome Association – Los Angeles 

http://www.dsala.org/ 

  

Family Resource Centers and Networks 

www.frcnca.org 

 

Harbor Regional Center—Online List of Resources 

http://www.harborrc.org/ (click on the ―resource center‖ link at the top of the page) 

 

Lanterman Regional Center Resource Directory 

http://www.lanterman.org/ (click on the information and resources tab on the lefthand side of the page) 

 

Los Angeles Care – Searchable Accessible Doctor’s office list: 

http://www.lacare.org/members/medi-cal/findadoctor 

 

Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Special Education Website:                          

http://dse-web.lausd.k12.ca.us/ 

 

CA Department of Developmental Services:  

www.dds.cahwnet.gov 

 

United Cerebral Palsy – Los Angeles Chapter – Links to local, state, and federal government 

resources, as well as websites for major disability-services organizations across the nation.  

http://www.ucpla.org/resources/links.php 

 

Valley Regional Center  

 http://www.nlacrc.com/ 

 

Westside Regional Center  

http://www.westsiderc.org 
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